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In all these cases the fact appears that the interest of
the individual and the social interest have been at war
with each other, while, again, the interests of the indi-
vidual in and through the society of which he is a member
are inseparable from those of the society* Such are the
two aspects of the relation of the unit and the whole
which go to make the life of the race. The individual
has an interest to develop all the personal elements there
are in him. He wants to live himself out. He does
not want to be planed down to a type or pattern. It is
the interest of society that all the original powers it con-
tains should be brought out to their full value. But the
social movement is coercive and uniformitarian. Organ-
ization and discipline are essential to effective common
action, and they crush out individual enterprise and
personal variety. There is only one kind of cooperation
which escapes this evil, and that is cooperation which is
voluntary and automatic, under common impulses and
natural laws. State control, however, is always neces-
sary for national action in the family of nations and to
prevent plunder by others, and men have never yet
succeeded in getting it without falling under the necessity
of submitting to plunder at home from those on whom
they rely for defense abroad.
Now, at the height of our civilization and with the
best light that we can bring to bear on our social relations,
the problem is: Can we get from the State security for
individuals to pursue happiness in and under it, and yet
not have the State itself become a new burden and hin-
drance only a little better than the evil which it wards off?
It is only in the most recent times, and in such measure
as the exigencies of external defense have been diminished
by the partial abandonment of motives of plunder and
conquest, that there has been a chance for individualism